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Baumgartner Center for Dance is a brand

new facility, opened September 2019. This

52,000 sq ft award-winning building

features seven studios on two floors. With

8-feet wide corridors, three entry/exit

points and four sets of restrooms, this

building is aptly designed to support

physical distancing requirements. 

With ample outdoor space, we hope to

provide tented seating areas for lunch.

Milwaukee Ballet is one of a only a few

ballet companies in the nation hosting an

in-person program this summer. We take

this responsibility very seriously and trust

our students and families will too. Please

take time to read this document in full. 
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P R O T E C T I N G  O U R  S T U D E N T S ,
F A C U L T Y  &  C O M M U N I T Y

 Milwaukee Ballet is committed to creating

a safe and healthy training environment

for our students, staff and families. These

protocols are created especially for this

Summer Intensive Program to be hosted in

the Baumgartner Center for Dance. The

protocols are created by Milwaukee

Ballet's Health & Safety Committee in

accordance with medical advice, CDC

and OSHA guidance, and other National,

State and local advice. We are adopting

control strategies that combine

engineering and administrative controls,

PPE and safe training practices to help

prevent exposure and spread of SARS-

CoV-2. 



 

 

 

Family, friends and visitors will not be

admitted to the building during the

program. 
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Students will be placed in their class/tech level prior to

starting the program. Once assigned, this class group and

their home studio will remain the same through the program. 

Student groups will be assigned a staggered time for check

in.

Students must arrive in their dance clothes under street

clothes, with masks, own equipment and lunch. They must

confirm these items during their check-in screening. Students

must arrive wearing a mask.

At their assigned time, students should arrive via the assigned

entrance (likely side entrance near to driveway). 

Students will line up, socially distanced, for temperature &

symptom screening.

Students will be initially screened with a touchless

thermometer. If their reading is 100.4F or above, they will be

asked to step aside for a second temperature screening with

a regular thermometer. If secondary testing confirms

elevated temperature, the student will be required to leave

for the day. 

Students will be required to complete a self-screening phone

app each day prior to entry (details to come)

Parent/caretakers should wait in the car park until they

receive confirmation from their dancer they have been

admitted. Parents/caretakers are unable to accompany their

students into the building. 

If students are carpooling, they should wear a mask during

the ride to and from.

The decision to admit a dancer to the building rests solely

with Milwaukee Ballet faculty. 

Daily registration of students will be taken on entry to the

building.

On entry on first day, students will be guided to an assigned

studio, and assigned their 'personal zone' in a studio. 

The student's personal zone in their studio is where they will

store their bag, gear. Lockers & dressing rooms are not open.  

Arrival procedures

General Guidelines
Wearing a mask is mandatory at all times in the building

for students and faculty. Any student refusing to wear a

mask will be excluded from the program and may not be

re-admitted.

Minimum 6 feet physical distancing will be maintained

throughout, including on stairwells, in corridors and studios.

Studios are capped at 15 students (spaces marked at

barre).

Students are assigned 'gear stations' in the studios (lockers

will be closed).

Students must bring own lunch/snacks that do not require

refrigeration or microwave. Students may not leave the

facility to buy lunch. 

Lunch times and bathroom breaks will be staggered.

Lunch will be eaten outside when weather permits. If not

able due to weather, students will sit at their assigned

personal zones.

Lockers will be closed. No showers are allowed. All gear will

be kept in large plastic bags at assigned personal zones.

Water bottle refilling stations will be open; water fountains

will be closed. 

Students will take regular mask breaks during class and

each class will be separated by a 30 minute break for rest

and cleaning of studios.



 

 

 

Our Health & Safety Task Force has deemed it mandatory

for Summer Intensive Students to wear a mask at all times

whilst in the building, including during classes. Recent studies

designed specifically to determine the benefits of mask

wearing for Covid-19 have demonstrated that wearing a

mask reduces transmission of the virus amongst the general

public substantially. The students’ ages place them in the lower

risk category for illness, but they are more likely to be

asymptomatic carriers. 

 

Our Task Force's decision is guided by CDC recommendations

and amplified by scientific research. We recognize that the risk of

transmission is most significant from respiratory droplets, shared

over time, in enclosed spaces. We are implementing layers of risk

mitigation. In our spacious studios, our students will be physically

distanced. Our state-of-the-art HVAC system increases the

exchange rate of air in/out. The studios will be

cleaned and disinfected between classes. We believe wearing a

mask further reduces the risk of our students becoming

asymptomatic carriers and bringing the virus back to your home

and to those at risk in the general public. It reduces the risk of a

student becoming symptomatic and creating a temporary

shutdown of the program. It protects our faculty and staff who

are in higher risk categories by age. It is the most responsible

approach for our overall community at this time. 

 

Our doctors have advised it is not unsafe for students to

wear a mask while dancing if they are healthy and do not

have underlying lung/pulmonary conditions. We will provide

regular, adequate breaks to compensate. This protocol will be

strictly enforced by our staff. Students who do not follow this

guideline will not be able to participate in the program. 
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Wearing a mask

Training modifications
Prior to the program beginning, all students will be required

to watch videos to learn to recognize the symptoms of

Covid-19.

Students will be shown how to properly put on and take off

a mask.

There will be no physical contact during classes.

Classes will be separated by 30 minute breaks. Lunch is

one hour. 

Each tech level will be assigned a home studio and will

have the same teacher for an entire week (new

teacher/week).  

No style classes; all classes are repertoire and technique.

Students will be asked to keep a diary outside of program

hours to assist with contact tracing if needed.

Students are encouraged to minimize visits to grocery

stores, restaurants and indoor venues outside of program

hours.

If a COVID-19 case prompts dismissal or

temporary closure of the program, we will run

virtual classes with the same faculty until re-

opening. 

The H&S Task Force researched and tested several designs

and has approved the double layer, 180 thread count

pleated design with wire nose bridge for use in the studio.

Our Costume Shop has limited quantities available for

purchase.

Students will require multiple masks each day (due to

perspiration). Masks must be laundered every night. 

Students may attach these masks however best to ensure

fit (e.g. headbands in lieu of around the ears). 

These are the only approved masks for use during the

program at this time. 

Approved masks



 

 

 

HVAC: Our system is a Variable Air Volume (VAV) system

that keeps our building at 40-60% humidity, allows

additional in-flow and exhaust in our studios, and isolation

of studios if required.

Studios: Our smallest studio is 2,160 sq ft, giving 15

students, 1 teacher and 1 accompanist at least 127 sq ft per

person. 

Personal Zones: Each student is assigned a personal zone

within their assigned home studio. Their gear will be

bagged under this chair; they will use the chair (not floor)

for putting on pointe shoes. Chairs will be disinfected every

evening.

Outside tent: A large outdoor tent will be made available

for socially-distanced lunch (rain or shine) as well as

outdoor barre class on occasion (TBC). 
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Engineering controls
Baumgartner Center
for Dance

Milwaukee Ballet is implementing CDC recommendations

for cleaning and disinfecting a facility.

Surfaces are pre-cleaned with soap and water, then an

EPA-registered surface disinfectant (List N) will be used,

approved for use against SARS-CoV-2.

Staff will regularly clean high-touch areas through the day.

Ballet barres will be cleaned between each class. 

Studio floors will be mopped with denatured alcohol

between each class.

There are no soft surfaces in common areas. Chairs will be

regular disinfected.

Sanitizing stations are installed throughout the building,

including at the entrance.

Use of the elevator is banned. 

Increased trash receptacles are placed throughout the

building. 

All Summer Intensive staff are trained in CDC protocols for

cleaning & disinfection. 

Cleaning protocols



If a student is identified as symptomatic during the program,

they will be promptly isolated in a pre-assigned isolation

room.

The student's parents/caretakers will be advised immediately

and they will be required to leave the building as soon as

possible (unless emergency medical services required).

The student will seek medical care on his/her own.

Those who have had 'close contact' with the student will be

advised, including their class group. 'Close contact' is defined

by CDC as being within 6 feet of an infected person while not

wearing recommended PPE. Close contact generally does not

include brief interactions, such as walking past a person. 

Classes may be immediately suspended as a matter of safety,

pending further details.  

Milwaukee Ballet will notify local health officials to determine

a course of action, including duration of shutdown.

The student who is symptomatic cannot return to the program

until they are either tested and shown negative, or have

completed 14-day quarantine.  

The building will be deep cleaned within the period of time

deemed acceptable by local health officials. 

Specific information regarding the steps to be taken in the

case of a suspected Covid-19 case will be shared with

families at the start of the program.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-

getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html

 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-

coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public/when-and-how-to-use-

masks

 

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2764955

 

https://rs-delve.github.io/reports/2020/05/04/face-masks-

for-the-general-public.html

 

https://wedc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/COVID-19-

Gyms-and-Fitness-Facilities-Guidelines.pdf

  

If a Covid-19 case

Milwaukee Ballet Health & Safety Task Force

Additional reading

Emergency Physician, EMS & Trauma

Program Medical Director; HSHS St.

Nicholas Hospital, Sheboygan

Board Certified in Emergency

Medicine and Emergency Medical

Services (EMS) 

Medical school, Residency program

and Masters of Public Health from the

Medical College of Wisconsin and

Affiliated Hospitals

EMS instructor for 25 years 

Certified WI EMT for over 30 years

Member, Milwaukee Ballet Board

Suzanne Martens MD, FACEP, FAEMS,

MPH, EMT Froedtert & Medical College of

Wisconsin

Mom of three Milwaukee Ballet School

& Academy students

Janel Schneider, MD

 

Barry Molina

Artist, Milwaukee Ballet

 

Elizabeth Harrison

Artist, Milwaukee Ballet

 
Douglas McCubbin

Operations Manager, Milwaukee Ballet

 

Anne Metcalfe

Managing Director, Milwaukee Ballet

 

Please join us for a virtual Town

Hall meeting on June 24 at

3:30pm with our Health & Safety

Committee and 

Artistic Team. Details to be

provided via email. 

Michael Pink

Artistic Director, Milwaukee Ballet
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