
has not been Disney-fied! If you are hoping for a talking teacup or 

a dancing candelabra, you may want to pop in the Disney DVD. This 

Beauty and the Beast is more Cocteau than cartoon, more Beaumont 

than Broadway and therein lies its real magic!  It’s as layered as a rose 

and if there’s anything we can reference from the Disney version of 

Beauty and the Beast, it's Belle’s belief that “there must be more than 

this provincial life.” 

Belle's community is filled with the ups and downs of life - the 

heartbreak and the comic relief, her vainglorious sisters and their silly 

suitors, Belle’s struggling father, and the group of motherless children. 

It's a place Belle seeks to escape and transcend. The first time we see 

her she is "book-bosomed" (as was the old phrase for a "bibliophile" or 

a "bookworm"). She dives into her stories wholeheartedly. Her love of 

the written word and the escape from reality they provide, is as relevant 

now as ever. She believes there's more to life than her village and these 

dreams come from the pages of her beloved books. 

What an excellent time to reaffirm our own love of language, stories, 

tales, and tomes! Inundated as we are by screens, take a minute to find 

an old book, open it, breathe in deeply (this is called “bibliosmia”), and 

revel in the relief a good book provides. More than just virtual voyage, 

reading fiction gives us the tools we need to improve ourselves.  

Welcome to the world premiere of Michael Pink’s Beauty and the Beast!  Once again, he has gathered his dream 

team of designers, artists, musicians, and your Milwaukee Ballet to take you on a journey – familiar, yet unlike 

anything you have seen before.  Like his most well-known story ballets before this – Dracula, Romeo & Juliet, Peter 

Pan, and Mirror Mirror – Michael will reintroduce you to characters you know and love and then bring you in 

further into the story to make magic before your eyes.  With our very own Milwaukee Ballet Orchestra, 80 students 

from Milwaukee Ballet School & Academy and the Milwaukee Ballet dancers –  

be prepared for an enchanted adventure. 
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"Fiction opens a door, shows the sunlight 

outside, gives you a place to go where 

you are in control…and more importantly, 

during your escape, books can also give 

you knowledge about the world and your 

predicament, give you weapons, give you 

armour…" 

Excerpts from Neil Gaiman’s lecture for 

The Reading Agency delivered on 

October 14, 2013 in London. 

Share your favorite literary escapes on our 

Facebook page with #bookwormbelle.

Michael Pink's ballet...
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Character Guide

BeastBelle

Nicole Teague-Howell Annia Hidalgo

Belle is a bookworm and she 
discovers adventures through her reading. 

The only thing she loves more than her books is her 
father Maurice. 

Isaac Sharratt Patrick Howell

Beast is the form The Prince takes under the curse 
of the Enchantress. The curse can only be broken 

if someone freely chooses to love Beast.

The Prince Maurice

 The cold-hearted Prince is a product of his 
entitled upbringing. The Enchantress punishes 

him for his cruelty by cursing him 
and transforming him into Beast.

Davit Hovhannisyan Timothy O'Donnell
Davit HovhannisyanPatrick Howell

Maurice is Belle's father. He has three 
daughters. He has fallen on hard times and is in 

danger of losing his business.

Fanny & Felicity 

Belle's sisters are obsessed with shallow 
desires. They only care about wealth, 

fashion, and marriage. 

Marize Fumero Lahna Vanderbush

These comedic twins court Belle's 
sisters. The sisters can't tell them apart, 

but that doesn't bother them!

Parker Brasser-Vos Randy Crespo

Gilbert & George Enchantress

Lizzie Tripp

She is a sorceress who 
transforms the Prince into a 

Beast and protects the 
orphans.

In my 
interpretation 
of the fable, 

Belle's 
imagination 

is her 
strength. 

It gives her 
the 

knowledge 
and 

confidence 
to take on 
the Beast, 
his world, 
and her 
destiny. 

 
Michael Pink 

Artistic 
Director



Renaissance man, Jean Cocteau, gathered a 'who’s who' of French artists to 

create his cinematic interpretation of Beauty and the Beast in 1946, La Belle et 

la Bête. With its now iconic handheld candelabras and living statues, this film 

brought a celebrated story to life with special effects, billowy costumes, grand 

music, and so much heart. 

Like in the film, you’ll see two totally different worlds on stage in Michael Pink's 

ballet. There is the timeless enchantment of the castle (the Beast’s lair where 

time has stopped and a curse has turned him into this grotesque creature) and 

Belle’s village which is was much more than a farmhouse in the 1946 film. 

Belle’s home is oppressive and ugly, filled with unlikeable characters. It's the 

kind of existence that would lead anyone to want to escape to a more 

magical place! Michael Pink's brings more levity to the village, however we still 

understand why Belle craves more than frivolous courtship or boring routine. 

By the conclusion of both film and ballet, we see that Beast - like Belle - wants 

more. He wants better for himself and his fellow townsfolk. He has grown, 

softened, and evolved. Hollywood legend has it that upon seeing the Beast 

become a man, both Greta Garbo and Marlene Dietrich cried out for the 

Beast to return to them, so transfixed were they by Jean Marais’ portrayal of 

the creature. This is the kind of transformation Michael Pink seeks, a change 

that is both internal and external. Beast ultimately realizes that doing the right 

thing, being the better man, providing for your community, and being loved for 

who you are on the inside, is actually what makes one live happily ever after.   

La Belle et la Bête

Beauty and the Beast is a classic fairy tale dating back to 1740. Fairy tales are stories of magic, enchantment, 

and wonder. Storytelling through fables also helps teach children important life lessons. According to 

psychologists and teachers, reading fairy tales helps develop imagination, critical thinking skills, a moral 

compass, and shows one how to make choices and decisions. Fairy tales are full of life lessons and hope. 

They are frightening in a manageable way. They provide hard truths and open doors to the what-ifs and the 

fantastical. They also give humans a shared mythology and allow us to learn about and appreciate other 

cultures.   

In this ballet, Michael Pink has ingeniously intertwined the fairy tales of Pinocchio, Rapunzel, and the Three 

Little Pigs as well as a nod to Sleeping Beauty and a Prince Charming to boot. He brings to life the books that 

Belle reads onstage. Some of these characters are performed by our Company dancers plus our Milwaukee 

Ballet School & Academy kids also take to the stage to perform these roles.  

Classic tales teach life lessons



Creative Team

THE MUSIC | Philip Feeney 

Philip Feeney has composed extensively for dance, 

collaborating with many different and varied 

choreographers. He continues to play in London, at Ballet 

Central and at the London Contemporary Dance School. 

Michael Pink and Philip Feeney celebrate their 30 year 

collaboration with Beauty and the Beast! Feeney resides in 

London with his wife Morag.

THE COSTUMES | Paul Daigle 

Paul Daigle is a graduate of the Royal Winnipeg Ballet School. 

He performed with the Royal Winnipeg Ballet for two seasons 

before launching his design career in 1988. Daigle has created 

costumes for several world-class choreographers, including 

Michael Pink's La Boheme in 2012. He is currently designing 

costumes for Mark Godden's new ballet, Carmen, premiering 

September 2018 in Mexico. 

THE SET | Todd Edward Ivins

Todd Edward Ivins is elated to return to Milwaukee Ballet having 

previously designed scenery and costumes for Dorian Gray and 

Mirror Mirror. Ivins loves telling stories through design. Recent 

favorites include The Illusionists: Turn of the Century on Broadway, 

and Circus 1903, an international tour including the Sydney Opera 

House. Ivins has designed scenery for 12 shows at Milwaukee 

Repertory Theater, including the new A Christmas Carol.

THE LIGHTING| David Grill

Eleven-time Emmy Award nominee and 

four-time Primetime Emmy Award winner, 

David Grill is back at Milwaukee Ballet to 

provide lighting design for this world 

premiere. His work spans ballet, Olympic 

ceremonies, Super Bowl halftime shows, 

and more.  


